Adoption

Taking the next step
Let’s start your adoption journey together
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You have made the first step
to becoming an adopter with
Together for Adoption
Adoption is a life changing
experience and we aim to ensure
it is as seamless as possible.
Whether you’re wanting to start
your adoption journey with us
today or just want to find out a bit
more about adopting a child; this
booklet will talk you through the
adoption journey.
Five local authorities have joined
together to make it easier to
find the best family and make a
difference to a child’s life.
Why work with us?
• C
 ollaborative working across
local authority areas improve
outcomes for both children and
those who want to adopt
• Working regionally helps us
to recruit new adopters and
enables children to be placed in
loving families faster
• We are constantly improving
our support services and we
share best practice which makes
our service even better
• We offer you all of the support

you need right from the
beginning of your adoption
journey and will continue to
give you advice and guidance
even after a child is placed in
your care
• Our experienced, friendly,
professional staff can talk you
through the process of adoption
and provide support every step
of the way
Could you change a child’s future?

Adopting with Together for
Adoption
Working as a collaborative
adoption agency offers lots of
benefits for the adopters and
children awaiting adoption. All 5
councils involved have specialised
members of staff to help
throughout your adoption journey.
Even though we have 5 main
areas we cover, we also support
adoption in the surrounding areas
and our team will be as flexible
as possible so you can access our
service.

The Together for
Adoption base is located
in Bewsey, Warrington.
This is where your
adoption panel may take
place if you continue
on the adoption journey
with us.

10 steps to adoption
On average it takes seven months
to become an adopter with
Together for Adoption. While
every application to adopt is

1

You make an
enquiry

5

An intial home
visit takes
place

9

Adoption
panel make a
recommendation

2

We share
adoption
information

6

You
attend our
preparation
training
course

treated individually, here’s an
outline of what happens at each
stage of the adoption process:
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You have
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to attend an
information
session
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• Checks
• References
• Adopters
portfolio
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We complete
an initial
enquiry form
with you
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Home visits
and social
worker report
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Adoption agency
decision made!

For a more details on the adoption
process, visit the ‘your journey’ section
www.togetherforadoption.co.uk

Who can adopt?
We are looking for a wide
range of people to adopt in
order to match the diverse
children currently in our care.
To be an adoptive parent, first
and foremost, you must be
able to provide love, time and
commitment to a child.
There are many misconceptions
about who can and can’t adopt.
Here are some common myths
answered:

False

Single and unmarried:
Can’t adopt
Single, married or unmarried your marital status is absolutely no
barrier to becoming an adoptive
parent.
False

Someone with a
disability:
Can’t adopt
Being disabled or having health
issues doesn’t exclude you from
adopting a child. Of course
we would need to discuss the
nature of your disability or health
concern, but please don’t let this
stop you from finding out more.

False

Already have kids:
Can’t adopt
Sometimes your experience
as a birth parent can be a real
advantage. We would need to
talk to your children to get their
thoughts and we usually ask that
there is a minimum two year
age gap between your birth and
adopted children.
Unemployed or in full
False
time employment:
Can’t adopt
All we need to know is that
you can cope with the financial
demands and additional demands
of bringing up a child. Being out
of work or in full time employment
will not count against you.

For more mythbusting visit our FAQ’s section
www.togetherforadoption.co.uk
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Your questions
We know you will have lots of questions,
but here are the answers to some of our
most frequently asked questions to help
you get started. If you would like to talk
things through further, contact the team
for a friendly chat.

If I smoke does this affect my
chances of adopting?
We need to ensure that babies
and children we place aren’t
being exposed to harmful toxins
that could damage their health.
Some children in our care have
underlying health conditions
that could be made worse by the
effects of smoke. Our team will
speak to you about the extent of
your smoking habits and what this
may mean.
Why do I need to explain
so much about my medical
history?
All applicants are required to have
a medical examination by their
own GP. This helps us to ensure
that you are fit and well enough to
meet the demands of caring for a
child.

Is there an age limit to
becoming an adopter?
You have to be over 21 to
adopt but there is no upper
age limit. However, age, health
and wellbeing are taken into
consideration, as we need to
ensure that you will be able to
bring up a child into adulthood.
I am currently undergoing
IVF, will this cause me any
problems with my application?
We would advise that a period
of six months elapses between
completing fertility investigations/
treatment and applying to adopt.

What skills
and qualities do
you need to be an
adoptive parent?
To be an adoptive parent,
first and foremost, you must
be able to provide love, time
and commitment to a child.
Our adoptive parents come
from different backgrounds
but all have one thing in
common, they want to
change a child’s life.
Here are some of our
adopters:

Jo

The adoption team were so lovely
and chatted through everything
during the pre-approval training.
After this we decided we wanted a
bit of time to talk everything
through, so had a break for a few
months. I think we realised early
on the seriousness of the decision,
so knew it was important that we
went at our own pace. The team
completely understood and were
grateful we had been honest from
the beginning. We never worried
about voicing any of our fears and

when we were ready we rang them
up and applied. We were openminded to the process and were
honest about what types of issues
and backgrounds we could support
and understand.
There were certain circumstances
we were not comfortable with, so
we talked this through with the
team. I put quite a bit of pressure
on myself about finding the right
match and knowing when it was
‘right’, but it happened naturally.
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David

Louise

As a same sex couple, adoption
was our first choice. The fact we
didn’t give birth to our children
made no difference to us
and our family.

I know we can pick up the phone
at any point and someone will get
back to us with an answer and
some assistance.

When we did the initial training,
we met up with people I worked
with who were going through the
same process and we’ve become
best friends. The support network
of adopters is absolutely vital
when you are going through the
adoption process and once it is
complete.
We all understand where each
other is coming from and can
discuss our child’s behaviour
and get the point of view of a
fellow adopter.

At the outset, you tend to think
‘we won’t really need any support,
we’ll be fine’ and for the most part
we were. However, when it comes
to the point that something is an
issue, you need a bit of help or
want some training, it’s good to
know you can pick up the phone
and someone is there to help.
There was a point just before
we adopted where many of our
friends had children and we didn’t.
We were ready to start our family
and it’s nice to be moving on with
our lives alongside everybody else.
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We know you’ll have more questions,
so please contact us or visit our website:
www.togetherforadoption.co.uk
01942 487272

